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Regional Citizens to take Hospital Project Forward
Several volunteers have joined Clay County 

Foundation board members in accepting posi-

tions on the Campaign Committee. 

The bond issue approved by the voters on 

August 2nd of this year provided the funding for 

$16 million of new construction. The expected 

cost of furniture, fixtures and equipment will be 

provided through our Capital Campaign efforts.  

This group has accepted responsibility for raising 

$2 million - the amount necessary to furnish the 

newly constructed areas and those renovated.

Clay county Medical Center CEO Austin 

Gillard explained that it didn’t make financial 

sense to include the $2 million in the bond.   

“There were a couple of considerations”, he 

said, “the first being that in the event the bond 

payments go to full term, we would be paying 

interest on fixtures and equipment that had 

ceased to exist perhaps 10 to 20 years before the 

pay-off.  The second is the additional $2 million 

in bonds could have changed the way potential 

investors would look at the bond offering”.

Gillard, who came to the facility in May of 

2015, reported the recent bond offering was 

purchased in about three hours. Obviously inves-

tors saw opportunity because of the strength of 

recent financial reports and a positive analysis of 

future performance, some of which was a direct 

reflection of the new and expanded services 

provided by the construction and renovation.

Clay County Hospital Foundation Chair Mike 

Floersch said the non-profit organization has 

been preparing to launch a campaign since 

long before the vote on the bonds. “We were 

kept informed of the work being done by the 

hospital’s Board of Trustees and we knew we 

needed to be in a position to move forward if 

the bonds were approved by the voters.  Our 

early capital campaign feasibility work was 

capped by an extensive study that put us in a 

position to launch before the end of this year” 

he explained.

Clay County Hospital
F O U N D A T I O N
rooted in  hea l thcare
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Front Row: Renee Langvardt, Laura Schwartz, Marion Stuart, Sandy Fox, Walt Slingsby, Grace Oetinger; 
Middle Row: Clyde Wollenberg, Steve McMahan, Neva Anderson, Terri Parry, Josie Walker, Garry Stenzel; 

Back Row: Mike Floersch, Marcia Newell, Bryant Johnson, Scott Patterson, Austin Gillard, Gary Griffiths, Preston Rook, 
Maury Catlin; Not pictured: Kyle Bauer, Dwight Ferguson, Jerry Mayo, Dustin Mullin, Ron Roth, Mike Ryan.



Dubbed “Building for a 

Healthy Future Campaign”, 

the effort will be active 

through mid-year 2017.

Hospital Foundation 

Executive Director Marcia 

Newell explained that the 

pre-campaign study work 

named 30 people that 

were identified as those 

that would need to be involved 

if the campaign were to be a suc-

cess. “Members of the Foundation 

and Hospital Boards contacted 

these community leaders to ask 

for their assistance in developing 

and conducting the campaign”, she 

said, “and we had such incredible 

success that we ended up with a 

Campaign Committee of twenty-

seven members”. 

The Committee has select-

ed Honorary Co-Chairs for the 

Campaign.  Accepting that honor 

was longtime hospital supporters 

Jim Braden and Marion Stuart.

Newell said “the campaign has 

initiated activity in the first divi-

sion which is the Medical Family 

section, including hospital staff, 

boards, providers and allied 

medical professionals, including 

Pharmacies, Dentists and others 

providing medical care.   

In the near future we will begin 

extending our efforts by contact-

ing individual members of our 

foundation and community mem-

bers”.

Longtime community activ-

ists and hospital supporters Jim 

Braden and Marion Stuart have 

accepted the positions of Honorary 

Co-Chairs of the effort that will be 

active through most of 2017. 

Jim Braden is the retired owner 

of Braden Financial Services 

and has served on the Board of 

Directors for Clay County Hospital 

Foundation since 1992.  He has 

also served as a board member for 

numerous organizations within the 

county, region and state.  He served 

as a Kansas State Representative 

for 16 years and has a record of 

extraordinary achievements for 

more than 32 years in the insurance 

industry. He has been nominated 

to receive the honor of “Director 

Emeritus” in the Foundation.

Marion Stuart has served as 

Secretary of the Board of Directors 

for the Clay County Hospital 

Foundation and was one of the 

founding members of the organiza-

tion, serving since 1991.  An accom-

plished educator, Marion taught 

school in Lorraine, Chapman, 

Idana, Longford, Broughton, 

Clifton and Clay Center where her 

late husband, Charles, served as 

Superintendent of Schools.

Marion and “Chuck” have played 

extensive and committed roles in 

the development of the hospital 

and foundation over a period of 

many years.
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I am extremely grateful to the Foundation Board and 

Campaign Council for their fundraising efforts. Over the 

last several months, we have been working with Health 

Facilities Group to finalize the actual costs for the equip-

ment and furnishings needed in the new addition to Clay 

County Medical Center. Apart from the new building 

project, we continue to focus on improving the patient 

experience, and recruiting additional specialty physicians. 

We have two new specialists joining our team early next 

year. Dr. Witt is an Ophthalmologist that will be joining 

CCMC in February 2017. Dr. Frederiksen is a Podiatrist that 

will be joining CCMC in January 2017. We have also been 

in discussion with Dr. Albahhar who is a Dermatologist 

based out of Manhattan, KS. 

We are committed to working with neighboring health-

care partners to find mutually beneficial ways of caring 

for our patients. We recently signed an agreement with 

Angels Care Home Health to provide therapy services to 

their home health patients within a 20-mile radius of Clay 

Center. We are currently providing similar home health 

services to Medicalodges Home Health. 

We strive to be good stewards of our resources, moni-

toring costs while coping with the changing financial 

landscape. Although largely ignored in the presidential 

debates, the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid Expansion 

pose major concerns. Healthcare in the United States has 

been consuming a larger portion of GDP over time. In 1960 

national health expenditures accounted for 5.0 percent of 

the $0.54 trillion in nominal GDP in the US, and in 2012 

healthcare accounted for 17.2 percent of the $16.2 tril-

lion in nominal GDP. Hospitals must position themselves 

properly to remain viable.  

Although challenging, the future looks bright. CCMC 

has a progressive board, competent providers, experienced 

employees and a supportive community.  

C h a n g e  i s  t h e  l a w  o f  l i f e .  A n d  t h o s e  w h o  l o o k  o n l y  t o  t h e 

p a s t  o r  p r e s e n t  a r e  ce r t a i n  t o  m i s s  t h e  f u t u r e.  

-  John F.  Kennedy

by Austin M. Gillard, CEO
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Clay County Medical Center is pleased to extend its services 

in making your healthcare more accessible.  Our new Walk-In 

Clinic will be staffed by our own employees under the supervi-

sion of Dr. John Kelley.

“Our hospital is growing and I’m happy to be back, serving 

the medical needs of patients in Clay Center and the surround-

ing areas,” said Dr. Kelley.  “Particularly in the city, Urgent Care 

clinics have become very popular.  We are happy to be offering 

the same services through Clay County Medical Center.” 

Urgent Care is an extension of the care that you would 

receive if you were to make an appointment with your doctor.  

The difference?  It is available at times when your doctor is not 

available. It is probably best to describe our “Urgent Care” as a 

“Walk-in Clinic”, meaning you do not need to call for an appoint-

ment.  The cost for a visit is less than the cost of an emergency 

room visit.  In the event a patient needs emergency services or 

hospitalization, care is just down the hall!  

Patients will use our Emergency room at CCMC outside of 

office hours for things they would typically go to the doctor’s 

office for, such as …coughs, fever, and other unexpected medical 

needs.  The Walk-In Clinic provides an alternative for illnesses and 

injuries that can’t wait until regular office hours.

Starting on December 31, 2016, CCMC will begin offering 

Walk-In Clinic on Saturday mornings from 8:00am to 12:00pm 

and Sundays from 1:00pm to 3:00pm. The hours replace Saturday 

morning clinics previously offered through Clay Center Family 

Physicians. Our goal is to eventually be open for a few hours in 

the evenings on the weekdays. “Our vision is to provide excep-

tional care for our community and an excellent environment for 

patients and employees alike.” added Kelley.

To utilize this new service, patients will enter through the 

CCMC Emergency Room doors and tell the Admissions desk 

you are here for the Walk-In Clinic. A nurse and medical provider 

will attend to your needs as soon as possible, primarily treating 

injuries or illnesses requiring immediate care, but not serious 

enough to require an ER visit.  For more guidelines on services 

provided by our walk-in clinic, please visit our website at: www.

ccmcks.org.

Walk-In Clinic For Community

Pulmonary Rehab

Back row from left: Mike Reeves, Respiratory Therapist; Judith Snider (Linn); Al Greenwood (Clay Center); Nate Wirrick (Morganville); 

June Buche (Miltonvale); Karen Wright (Clay Center); Jean McClain (Clay Center) Front row from right: John Jensen (Clay Center); 

Henry Thomas (Clay Center); Dwane Hamel (Clay Center); Eunice Kopfer (Clay Center); Lois Bott (Palmer); Ronda Rosenquist, Certified 

Respiratory Therapist & Director of Respiratory and Pulmonary Rehabilitation, Dana Coberly, Respiratory Therapist.

In recognition of National COPD awareness month, the Respiratory Therapy Department launched a “Better Breathers Club”. This 

group will function as a support group for people with lung disease, their families and caregivers as well.  For more information call 

Ronda Rosenquist at 785-630-2456. 
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Since its organization in 1987, the 

Clay County Hospital Foundation 

has provided financial support for 

the purpose of providing vital health 

services for residents of Clay County 

and its surrounding areas.

I want to thank each of you for 

your faithful financial support of 

the foundation. There are many 

worthy, charitable institutions and 

causes, so I am ever grateful for your 

steadfast generosity and effort in 

providing healthcare services for 

our community.  

                                                                                                            

In the next two years, we have 

set a lofty goal of raising two mil-

lion dollars for the purchase of new 

hospital beds and furnishings for 

in-patient rooms and the birthing 

center as well as equipment  and 

fixtures necessary for our updated 

surgical suites. 

Not every community of our 

size has reason to celebrate.  Our 

current success can be attributed to 

those generous people who came 

before us.  Through support of the 

foundation, we have the opportu-

nity to leave a rich legacy for those 

following our example. 

Director’s Note: Legacy of Giving
by Marcia J. Newell


